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Preface

caused by a complex interplay between economic, social and political

factors, which include but not limited to poverty, violations of women’s and
girls’ rights, lack of legislation and lack of law enforcement on this issue.
As such, all levels of society have the responsibility of developing an understanding
of adolescent trafficking. Insight into this issue will have a bearing on the gradual
reduction and total eradication of adolescent trafficking.

Adolescent trafficking is becoming increasingly prevalent in Tanzania. It is

This booklet contains 9 stories from girls, boys, women and men about their
experiences with adolescent trafficking. The narratives presented in this publication
illustrate the reality of adolescent trafficking in Tanzania and paint a vivid picture of
some of the atrocities and violations which occur to the victims of trafficking.
The devastating consequences of this behavior draw attention to the seriousness of
this issue and the need for immediate action from local, national and international
sectors.

All of the case studies in this publication are true; however, names and other
identifying details have been changed in order to protect the privacy of the
individuals interviewed. Also drawn pictures are preferred to hide the identity of
people whose stories are here-in.

At the time of writing 1 US dollar was equivalent to 1280 Tanzanian shillings (TSH).
A meal of rice and beans in Mwanza costs approximately 700 TSH.




About Adolescent Trafficking

The definition:

The definition of adolescent trafficking varies depending on the source used.
However, all definitions contain three key components: the process of trafficking,

the means of trafficking, and the type of labour, or end, which occurs as a result of
being trafficked. For the purposes of their work, Kivulini uses the following

definition:

Processrecruitment, transport, transfer of people from one place to another, within
or across borders

Means: which involves deception, coercion, threats, force, abuse of power

End: for the purposes of sale, exploitation, forced labour or services, slavery,
servitude
(Marshal & Thatun, 2003).

According to Tanzanian law, a ‘child’ refers to any person under the age of eighteen;
one who cannot consent to anything in the absence of their parents or guardians.
As such, this law implicates the caregiver as a responsible party in cases where the
person being trafficked is under the age of 18.

Regarding the issue of consent, it should be noted that one cannot consent to
slavery. Furthermore, a person may willingly agree to employment but find that the
actual conditions of the job are completely different from what they were told. This
can still be considered trafficking because deception has occurred. Finally, all three




criteria outlined in the definition of child trafficking should be met in order for a case
to be considered trafficking. For example, if a youth moves from one place to
another and undertakes employment it can be considered migration as opposed to
child trafficking, if the behaviour which constitutes the ‘means’ or ‘end’ does not
occur.

Trafficking inTanzania:

Progress within Tanzania to address human trafficking is still gaining momentum.
National policies are lacking, and there is no legislation in Tanzania which directly
addresses the issue of trafficking. As such, the trafficking of adolescents is only made
illegal through a combination of laws which declare aspects of this behaviour illegal
(National Organization for Legal Assistance, December, 2005).

In 2006, Kivulini became one of the first organizations to conduct research in the
Western Tanzania and Singida region in order to better understand the nature and
occurrence of adolescent trafficking. The results of the research confirmed that
adolescent trafficking is a major problem in many areas of Western Tanzania and
Singida. In the regions surveyed, an average of one or two children out of every one
hundred were trafficked each year. Furthermore, over a five year period, roughly
one-third of families surveyed were affected by child and adolescent trafficking.

According to the findings, in the majority of cases, people from outside of the village
were responsible for trafficking individuals. Relatives were the second largest group
of people likely to traffic victims and were also more likely to traffic adolescents
from rural areas. This implies that a considerable portion of individuals are trafficked
by someone who is known and trusted by the family. An overwhelming majority of
individuals from all regions were trafficked for the purpose of domestic labour.
Other common industries for employment appear to be related to the location of the




region of origin. The major urban centres in Tanzania, most notably Dar es Salaam
and Mwanza, are common destinations for individuals who were trafficked. This is
most likely due to an increased demand for domestic workers in these areas. It also
appears that individuals trafficked to other countries, namely Kenya and Uganda,
are from regions close to the borders (Kivulini, in press)




Anna’s Story

nna, from Singida, was 22 at the time of this interview. She tells her story
about the time when she was 16 years of age.

“A man who was a driver approached me one day and asked me if | wanted to work
in Northern Tanzania as a house girl. He told me that if | went there, my boss, who is
his sister, would take me to a tailoring school after a couple of days. The next
morning | took my few clothes and left with him without saying bye to anyone.

He took me to a house where | met other two girls and the children of the woman
whom he contended to be his sister. There | worked for almost 18 hours a day and
slept in a very bad room. The other two girls were bar maids. She [the boss] did not
pay me anything and | was not allowed to leave

the house. My clothes were torn and | had

no shoes. | wanted to go back home but |

did not know how to leave the house and

| had no money.

One day my boss came with a man
whom | learned was from my village.
When | had the chance, | talked to him
about my fate. He promised to help me. |
waited until my boss was not around and |
left the house. | waited for another three
weeks in that man’s house before he took
me back home.



Where Is My Daughter?

mar lives and works in Mara region. He is the father of 3 children. His
O eldest child, Pamela, is a girl who is 13 years of age. Following the death of
his wife, Omar took Pamelato live in another village, with his sister Grace.
One day Grace’s neighbor approached Omar and told him that his daughter had
been missing for approximately four months. Omar asked his sister Grace about his
daughter's whereabouts, but Grace did not provide
him with any information. Omar reported this
matter to the police; however, the police did not
have enough information to find her.

On multiple occasions, a man approached
Omar and informed him that his daughter was
sold by Grace, and was living in a nearby
village. It was also rumored that his daughter
had been trafficked to Kenya. Omar searched
endlessly for his daughter but was unable to
find her. Omar is worried about what is
happening to his daughter. It is suspected that
Pamela was sold into marriage by Grace, who
received payment for the arrangement.

According to Omar, “There is a tendency of selling and

buying children here. If you have only boys you can buy a girl and make her your
daughter and vice versa.’Although police are aware of the sale of children in that
area, itis reported that they have not taken any action.
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Abusive Employer

om her village in Kagera to work as a domestic worker in Mwanza. Sarah
orked for months without receiving any form of payment. When she finally
built up the courage to inquire about her wages, her employer

and the employer’s daughter beat her until Sarah went

unconscious.

Srah is currently 16 years old. When she was 14 years of age, she was taken

The employer took Sarah to a traditional healer.
When her condition did not improve, Sarah was
taken to the regional hospital. The employer
bribed the doctor to report that Sarah had malaria.
The employer then deserted Sarah, leaving her at
the hospital without finances for medical care or
food.

A local militia officer felt compelled by Sarah’s

situation and her deteriorating health, and

negotiated for her transfer to a better facility. With no

family close by, Sarah had no one to provide financial support so that she could
receive proper medical treatment. The militia officer sought assistance for her from
Kivulini, which provided funds for Sarah’s medical treatment. However, not
everyone is so lucky.

Sarah has recovered from her physical injuries but is still struggling to deal with the
psychological trauma associated with the abuse that she sustained. She is currently
staying with a volunteer while she waits for her case to be heard by the court



Lasting Impact

hristina is a 19 year old girl. She currently lives with her sister in a tiny room

‘ in one of the towns in the Lake Zone. It has been two weeks since Christina
has returned home.

When Christina was still young, her parents died.

Having only completed standard seven at that

time, Christina was taken by her aunt to

Dar-es-Salaam, under the false pretence that

she would provide Christina with the fees to

attend secondary school. Christina waited

almost 4 years for her aunt to fulfill her

promise. Christina’s aunt eventually told

her that she had no money to support her

and informed Christina that she would

have to work as a barmaid at a bar she

owned.

Christina worked extremely long hours.

At home, she was required to cook,

clean and look after the children. Then,

she would work at the bar from 3:00 pm

to 12:00 pm. Work as a barmaid exposed

Christina to many dangers and abuses.

By the age of 15, Christina had been subject to many mistreatments from her aunt
and drunken customers. The customers had unprotected sex with her and she
endured severe beatings. Whenever Christina failed to work according to her aunt’s
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standards, or business was slow, Christina’s aunt forced her to sleep with men.
The money earned through these acts was taken by Christina’s aunt.

For several years, Christina could not flee from this situation because she did not
have the money to return home. She needed only 50,000 Tsh; however, Christina
was not paid for her labour because her aunt told her that she was merely doing
family work.

Eventually, Christina managed to secretly save the tips which she received from
customers and was able to escape and return home. However, Christina’s
experiences in Dar-es-Salaam will continue to impact her negatively for the rest of
her life. Christina had unprotected sex so many times that she contracted HIV.
Christina states, “I can’'t even remember how many men | have slept with or who
transmitted this deadly disease to me.” She is currently struggling to find hope.




Slave for Sex

shura is female, 23 years of age. When she was in standard 6, she was
impregnated. As a result, her schooling was terminated and her father

chased her away from her home. She went to her boyfriend’s house, but he
refused to accommodate her. Ashura then started working as a commercial sex

worker.

One day she was approached by a man who was
a bus driver. She agreed to go with him to town
in Northern Tanzania because he offered to
find her a job. However, as soon as Ashura
reached this place, the bus driver forced her
to have an abortion. He then took her to his
house and locked her in his room. Ashura
became his sex slave. The bus driver would
sleep with her at his will, and other men
would pay him to sleep with her. The bus
driver would take all the money earned, use
some of it to purchase cosmetics, food and
clothes for Ashura, and keep the rest for
himself.

Ashura did not know how to
escape this situation; even when
the bus driver was out of town,
various men would be responsible for

watching her, and would sleep with her, and sell her to other men.

13
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One day, six men paid to have sex with Ashura at once. As a result of the gang rape,
Ashura fainted. The men then took Ashura and dumped her on the street. She was
rescued by the patrol police and taken to the hospital. After Ashura recovered, the

police asked her to take them to the house where she used to be kept. Despite the
fact that she was in the house for over three months, Ashura did not know the name

of the street and failed to locate the house.

Ashura was then returned to her home. She started working as a house girl and then
as abarmaid. She is now a guest house attendant and is paid 20,000 Tsh per month.



Child for Sale

gnesis a girl 14 years of age, of Rwandan origin. Following the death of her
parents, she moved from Rwanda to Kagera region, North of Tanzania, to
live with her aunt. Agnes doesn’t speak any Kiswalbhili.

Agnes’s living conditions with her aunt were
quite desperate. They lived in extreme poverty
and Agnes was often abused by her aunt.
One day, a woman came to her village in
search of a house girl. Agnes’s aunt
accepted a payment of 15,000 Tsh and
Agnes was taken by this woman to
Mwanza. Once they reached Mwanza,

Agnes was sold a second time for an
unknown amount of money to another
woman. Agnes was told she would be
working as a house girl, and must learn
Kiswahili.

The communication barrier created a lot

of difficulties for Agnes in her work.

She had trouble understanding instructions

and couldn’t defend herself when she did

something wrong. As aresult, Agnes was beaten by

her employer for making small mistakes and the abuse was often quite severe.
During one of these occasions, the situation escalated to the point where Agnes was
beaten, locked in the bathroom, and not given any food or water for 3 days. The only
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way that Agnes was able to escape was by convincing her employer’s son to get the
key and open the bathroom when her employer had left the premises.

Once Agnes had fled the house, she immediately began searching for a bus which
would take her back to her village in Kagera region. However, Agnes soon found
herself lost in the streets of Mwanza, unable to communicate with anyone.
Eventually Agnes came across a woman who was able to understand her story and
she took Agnes to a police station. Sadly, the police did not have the funds to support
Agnes’s medical treatment. One of Kivulini's community volunteers came across
Agnes and brought her to Kivulini to request support. Kivulini staff and the
community volunteer escorted Agnes to the hospital and Kivulini paid for her
medical services.

Kivulini staff ensured Agnes’s employer was prosecuted. She was charged with
gross bodily harm and the case is currently in court. As for Agnes, she was able to
locate a sister who is married and has a house in Mwanza and Agnes is now happily
living with her.




Bube, the House Boy

ube is a boy of 14 years of age from the Bukoba region. He left home to live

with his uncle because his uncle told him that he would pay him 10,000 Tsh

a month and buy him nice clothes if he would look after his child while he
and his wife were at work.

Unfortunately, the situation that Bube found himself to
be in, as a house boy, was much different from what
his uncle had promised him. Bube was treated
much like a slave. He was forced to work long
hours, looking after his uncle’s child from early in

the morning until late in the evening. He was also
required to do extra housework such as cooking,
washing and cleaning.

Furthermore, his aunt was beating him without a

reason. Bube explained, “If the child cried, my

aunt would beat me. She said that | had to carry

him on my back most of the time.” He was also not

allowed to play with other children in the

neighborhood. When Bube asked for his salary, his

uncle refused to pay him, stating that he did not need money for looking after family
members and helping out with family chores.

Bube is still working for his uncle and is currently selling eggs in the streets for him.

He cannot return to his home because he does not have the money for
transportation, which costs only 18,000 Tsh.
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Way Forward

ddressing the issue of adolescent trafficking should be adopted as a high
Apriority by the international community, the government and local

organizations. The stakeholders with access to power and resources have a
duty to use the information in this booklet to advocate for policy changes,
implementation of appropriate legislation and the enforcement of consequences for

Eradicating adolescent trafficking requires a combined effort from all
stakeholders. Everyone has a partto play inthe solution!

this behaviour. Programs that focus on dissemination of this information and on
training communities in methods of preventing adolescent trafficking should also
be developed.

Measures should also be taken by Tanzanian citizens living in the communities at
risk for adolescent trafficking to stop this behavior. First, they have the responsibility
of sharing these stories with others and raising awareness about the negative
outcomes of adolescent trafficking. Families should also be encouraged to keep
their children at home and provide them with education. Second, cases of
trafficking should be reported to local authorities. Systems should then be put in
place which would allow for action to be taken against those who traffic
adolescents.

Small Changes Can have a Big Impact!

The following 2 cases are instances in which communities and families have been
able to prevent or end the trafficking of adolescents.
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A House-girl No More

her aunt came for a visit and offered to take Ashato Arusha so that she could

relax after finishing her studies. She told Asha that once her examination
results were released, Asha could return back home so that she could continue with
her education. Asha, her grandmother, and her parents agreed that this would be a
goodidea.

Q shais a 17 year old female from Singida region. After finishing standard 7,

Initially, Asha lived with her aunt in Arusha. However, after a period of time,
Asha’s aunt found her a ‘job’ and sent her to a woman’s house to work as a house
girl. Asha worked 12 hours a day, from 6am to 6pm. In the beginning, Asha was
being paid a mere 5,000 Tsh per month. Later on, this amount increased to 10,000
Tsh. The time for registering for secondary school

came and went, and Asha was still working

as a house girl. She wanted deeply to

return home, so that she could continue

with her education.

While Asha was away, a local CBO
that had received training on child and
adolescent trafficking from Kivulini,
heard that Asha had been trafficked.
A woman from this group spent time
with Asha’s grandmother, educating
her about the negative outcome of
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child and adolescent trafficking. She advised the grandmother to bring Asha back
home, so that they could begin her secondary school studies.

It was at this point that Asha’s grandmother started making an effort to bring Asha
back. After discussing the issue with Asha’s father, it was decided that Asha should

return to the village. Asha has returned home, and is currently enrolled in a nearby
schoolin Form 1.



y name is Magdalena. | am 45 years old. | was married in 1979. | have 7
M children, 5 boys and 2 girls. My husband is a primary school teacher and |
am just a housewife.
Before Kivulini came, most of the children and adolescents were trafficked to Dar es
Salaam and Arusha. The main reason [for trafficking] is poverty. Normally we
depend onrain. If there’s no rain that means there’s no money to send our childrento
school. Normally, when a child is idle at home
without going to school s/he feels bad; hence,
s/heis ready to be trafficked.

So even our children themselves are ready
to be trafficked. The tendency of our
husbands refusing to send children to
school even involves boys, so it’'s not only
girls who are not sent to school. Most of
the boys you see at various bus stands
selling things are originally from our
villages.

When Kivulini came and conducted a

workshop, we were told that when children

are trafficked, they usually face different

problems including hard labour, and due to this

lifestyle, a child carries bad manners and will have no peace or access to education.
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My husband was restricting me from sending our daughters to school. Our girls
were not selected to join the government secondary schools. When | suggested that
we send these girls to a private school, he completely opposed it. He asked where
we would find money for educating the girls while the boys are in school. I told him
that they all need an education. He said to just leave them, that they would go to
Korogwe to stay with their aunt where they will be helping her with various
domestic work.

In the beginning, | also agreed with his suggestion, but after Kivulini came, | refused
to allow my children to go and stay with their aunt. Instead, | struggled to find school
for them, even though my husband was against it. | struggled a lot for my daughters’
education to the extent that | went to see the headmistress of a nearby girls’
secondary school. | asked her to help one of my daughters to get admission to her
school. She agreed, and my daughter is now in form 2. So my husband’s plan to send
our daughters to their aunt had failed because | have already found a school for one
of them. After the fist girl had started school, | continued to struggle for the second
girl. Now she is also in from 1. My husband is happy to see our children going to
school.



About Kivulini

Whatis Kivulini?
Kivulini Women’s Rights Organization is a registered non-governmental
organization based in Mwanza, Tanzania. The word Kivulini, translated from
Kiswahili, means “in the shade”. It implies a place of safety, under a tree or
otherwise, where people meet for discussions and offer support to one another.

Whatis our vision?
Kivulini would like to see communities free from domestic violence in which
women'’s rights are respected and valued.

What do we do?

Kivulini is committed to empowering women by working with communities to
create an environment of safety, equality and respect. Kivulini is working to
mobilize men and women to prevent domestic violence by raising awareness,
facilitating dialogues and advocating for change.

Kivulini & AdolescentTrafficking

Combating child and adolescent trafficking is a recent initiative of Kivulini, the
Women'’s Rights Organization. It began as a result of the large number of child and
adolescent domestic workers who sought services at Kivulini's legal aid and social
counseling clinic because they were living under terrible conditions. Kivulini
decided to address the issue of child domestic labour from a prevention perspective
and began to examine the occurrence of child and adolescent trafficking. Kivulini,
in collaboration with the communities, stakeholders and other networks, is
currently addressing trafficking from traditional, political, social, policy and legal
perspectives.
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